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Squirrelmail requires several services to be pre-installed, in order to function properly.  This documentation will outline how to install Apache-SSL, and install the PHP library, as well as how to install and configure Squirrelmail.

STEP ONE: INSTALL REQUIRED SOFTWARE

To install Apache-SSL and PHP, first type the following command as root:

apt-get install apache-ssl php4

NOTE: There are known incompatibilities with PHP5, always use PHP version 4.x when installing Squirrelmail.

Next, configure Apache using the attached httpd.conf file, and modules.conf file (files are located in /etc/apache-ssl).  The main changes to these files change the DocumentRoot to /var/www-ssl, and enable PHP scripting.  The default php.ini file is fine as-is.  Next, re-start Apache-SSL:

/etc/init.d/apache-ssl restart

Now you can copy across Squirrelmail, and configure the software for your server.

STEP TWO: INSTALL SQUIRRELMAIL

Download the latest version of Squirrelmail, and unpack the archive to /var/www-ssl/webmail:

mkdir /var/www-ssl/webmail

cd /var/www-ssl/webmail

mv /where-squirrelmail-is-stored.tar ./

tar -zxvf squirrelmail-VERSION.tar.gz ./

cd squirrelmail-VERSION

mv * ../

cd ..

rmdir squirrelmail-VERSION

./configure

At this point, you should only have to change a few server settings.  To change these settings, select option 2, “Sever Settings”.  You should then change the desired domain name (sample.com).  If there is another IMAP server or SMTP server you will be using, you can also specify these servers here.  To save your changes, type “S”, and then “Q”.

Last, change the permissions on the /var/www-ssl/webmail/data directory:

chown -R www-data /var/www-ssl/webmail/data

You now should be able to log into Squirrelmail and receive/send mail.

APPENDIX: INSTALLING MODULES

Most modules can be installed via Squirrelmail very easily.  Usually, you just have to extract the module in the /plugins directory, and then run the configure script to enable the module.  For instance, let's assume that you have downloaded the file plugin.tar.gz to the directory /root.  To extract, install, and enable this module, enter the following commands:

cd /var/www-data/webmail/plugins

tar -zxvf /root/plugin.tar.gz ./

rm /root/plugin.tar.gz

cd ../

./configure

Next, select option 8, “Plugins”, and then type the number of the plugin you wish to enable.  Once enabled, type “S”, and then “Q”, to save and exit the configuration script.  You now should be able to use the plugin that you have downloaded.

